Access
Arts

OUR TIMELESS MISSION

Happy Anniversary from all of us at
Access Arts!
We’ve had so much fun this year,
traveling back in time, sharing memories
with former students, honoring past
instructors, and celebrating the
impact of 50 (FIFTY!!!) years as an
organization. Impacts we’ve had in
our community and the impacts of
growth and evolution on School of
Service as an organization. We’ve come
a long way, but as we considered all
that has been accomplished, we were
continually aware of the ever-present
need for quality art education and the
importance of our mission.

Founded by Hurst John in 1971
Hurst’s son, Lawrence, served on the first
board of directors

In the following pages, there are eight
categories that exemplify Access Arts’
transition over the years: People,
Facilities, Outreach, Artists in Residence,
Ceramics, Fibers, Youth, and Inclusion.
Each category is divided into three
sections: Past, Present, and Future.

present

There are tons of fun facts about the past
and present stages of the organization’s
growth and exciting glimpses of where
we’re headed next. We hope you enjoy
the memories as much as we have. But,
even more, we hope you will join us in
the building of our future!

future

Our current staff and board members are
listed towards the bottom, and you can
find more about them on our website!

Naoma Powell, Executive Director, 19792004
• Classes began in her home
• She rarely took a paycheck

In 2021, we made significant
strides to increase staff wages.
We value our people and want
them to be paid fairly!
In 2021, we also added 4 new
staff positions to meet the
growing demand and continue
providing exceptional service to
our community.

FUTURE PEOPLE

Chris Sharpe, Executive Director, 20042012. His wife, Norleen Nosri, taught
ceramics classes

PRESENT PEOPLE

PA S T P E OP L E

Our vision for the next 2 years:

• Hire another Ceramics
Instructor
• Expand both Part-time
Ceramics Managers to Full-time
• Expand Fiber Studio Manager
to Full-time
• Hire an Office Assistant
• Hire an Outreach & 		
Volunteer Coordinator
• Continue to increase staff
salaries to competitive levels

Payroll expense from
Jan–Nov = $129,114.41

Shawna Johnson, Executive Director,
2012-present

• Hire 2 more Special 		
Education Assistants

Anticipated 2022 payroll
expense: $210,000
• Provide health insurance
options (We’ve never had
this before!)

Until very recently, most
staff were paid minimum
wage. Many instructors
taught for free.
Countless board members, volunteers,
instructors, & visiting artists donated their
time & talents

Spaces We Own & How We Use Them:
1724 McAlester Street = Administrative
Offices, Youth Programs, Adult 2D Classes,
and AIR Studios
1728 McAlester Street = Living quarters
for AIR

Even though the new Cottle Drive facility
doubles our capacity for clay and 2D arts,
it still is not enough. Our Fibers program
also needs more space!
Our vision is to construct a new building
in 2026. This building will:

NEW SPACE WE LEASED THIS
YEAR!!!
2109 Cottle Drive is a huge, multiuse studio for classes, workshops,
and visiting artists.
• It doubles our capacity for clay
& 2D programs.
• It also has a small gallery
space where we will host local art
exhibitions and installations.

F U T U R E FA C I L I T I E S

1724 McAlester Street: This was
Naoma’s family home (built by
her father & uncle!) For the first
several years of our program,
people with disabilities lived here
together, developing life & social
skills. Naoma also taught them
art lessons. She later donated
this building to the organization.

P R E S E N T FA C I L I T I E S

PA S T FA C I L I T I E S

800 Moss Street = Fibers Studio (upper
level) and Ceramics Studio (lower level)

• Be at least 15,000 square feet
• Have space for administrative
offices and all classes under 		
one roof
• Provide flexible space that can
be used for community meetings,
events, and art exhibitions

800 Moss Street: This building was
designed specifically for our clay and
weaving classes. It was constructed
in 1994 after a multi-year campaign to
raise funds.

Costs associated
with Facility Use &
Maintenance Jan-Nov
2021: $56,475.66

Our existing buildings at Moss & McAlester
Streets will then be dedicated fully to
the AIR program (expanded housing and
studio space.)

To achieve this goal, we
need to raise $1 Million.
We can only do it with
your help!

• It also has space for 2 AIR
ceramic studios.

These are the community partners we are
currently working with, to reach as many
people as possible:
• Boy Scouts of America
• MU Office of Service Learning
• Special Olympics

FUTURE OUTREACH

We’ve had art-making booths at
countless events over the past
5 decades. (Raise your hand if
you have memories of visiting
or volunteering at our Art in the
Park booth!)

PRESENT OUTREACH

PA S T O U T R E AC H

As the risk of COVID continues to subside,
we will resume partnerships that were put
on hold AND foster new relationships that
connect us with our community.

• Veterans’ Hospital
• Boone County Family
Resources
• Vidwest Productions

Discussions have already
begun with:
• Woodhaven
• Alternative Community
Training
• Columbia Independent
School

• Benton Elementary

Value of free programming
provided in 2021: $16,500

We’ve also been a Partner in
Education (P.I.E.) with Benton
Elementary since 1995!

• Reclaim
• City of Refuge
• United Community Builders
• Daniel Boone Regional Library
• Girl Scouts of the Missouri Heartland
• Moving Ahead Program
(This is why we need that Outreach &
Volunteer Coordinator!!!)

The arts speak of the spirit of humankind, the creative essence. In each
person is a special quality that must have
expression. It is like a song that must be
sung, even though no one is around to
hear.
--Naoma Powell

2022 Goals:
• Promote diversity & inclusion by
seeking out artists who identify as BIPOC

“

• Host 8 AIR in various media
• Connect AIR with more 		
community members for additional
growth opportunities

PRESENT RESIDENCY

PA S T R E S I DE N CY

Our Artist in Residence Program is
at the heart of all that we do. These
professional artists teach
classes and workshops while
also developing their own art.
They embody and demonstrate
our belief that art-making is
essential to healthy living, both as
individuals and collectively as a
community. Hailing from around
the country, they bring a wealth of
experience to our studio. With new
artists rotating in throughout the
year, there are always new things
for our students to learn and
experience in their classes.
In many ways, Naoma was our first
Artist in Residence. She donated
her family home and lived (with
her students at first!) on-site until
she retired. She created a sense of
belonging for everyone who entered
and gave them space to “sing.”

FUTURE RESIDENCY

“

We provide materials,
housing, studio
space, stipends, and
professional mentoring
for our AIR. The financial
benefit to them is $1000
per artist per month.

• Secure community
sponsors to enable the
continued development and
growth of this program.

Would you like to sponsor one of our
artists? We’d love to send you more info
on what that looks like!

The first clay classes were made
possible by a partnership with the
Columbia Art League. They owned
the kiln, and we provided space and
instruction. As the ceramics program
grew, we purchased our own equipment
and expanded our space.

Ceramics is our most popular
program! All clay classes are taught by
professional artists, including 4 Artistsin-Residence and 2 Studio Managers.
Programming includes:
• 6-week classes for adults (Wheelthrowing & Handbuilding)

FUTURE CERAMICS

In the mid-1980s, additional rooms
were added onto Naoma’s house,
providing space for a wheelthrowing classroom, kiln room,
woodshop, and storage space.

PRESENT CERAMICS

PA S T C E R A M IC S

• 6-week classes for youth

• Topical workshops with
guest artists
• Community firing of our
wood kiln twice each year

Thanks to funding received from Boone
County Community Trust and Boone
Electric Community Trust ($16,500
combined), we were able to replace
outdated wheels and purchase a new
kiln this summer!

In 2022, we will be exploring ways to
develop other areas of fiber art while
maintaining the excellent weaving classes
we’re known for. Some new classes and
workshops in the works:
• Dyeing

Currently, our studio holds about
90 looms of various styles and
sizes. To our knowledge, this is
the largest assortment of looms in
any Midwest location. However,
we don’t have enough space to
utilize them all. Also, many are
older and require frequent upkeep
& repair. Thanks to funding
received from Boone County
Community Trust, this summer
we were able to purchase 3 new
table looms and retire a few tired,
cranky ones.

F U T U R E W E AV I N G

• Papermaking

P R E S E N T W E AV I N G

P A S T W E AV I N G

As we look beyond that, we plan to
utilize our 3 wood kilns to host an
annual Woodfire Conference. The
inaugural event in 2023 will feature
leading ceramic artists from around
the country, making work, doing
demonstrations, firing the kilns,
and hosting panel discussions.

Our goal is to make
such an event open to
the public at no charge!
Please let us know if
your business would like
to be a sponsor.

Other material costs
associated with our clay
programs so far this
year total $17,600.

The first weaving class at Access Arts was
held in Naoma’s spare bedroom and was
taught by Carol Leigh Brack-Kaiser. When
rooms were built onto the house in the
mid-1980s, one was dedicated to weaving
classes. In this classroom, there were 5
floor looms, 5 Inkle looms, 5 table looms,
and a couple of Rigid Heddle looms.
In the midst of all of this was Jenny
Sennott, who began teaching with us in
1988 and remains with us today as our
Weaving Studio Manager.

In 2022, we will construct 2 more
wood kilns. (The supplies for these
have already been donated!) One
will be a catenary arch style. The
other will be dedicated to soda
firing. These unique, specialized
kilns are typically only found in
university settings. It is a rare and
special privilege to be able to offer
such firings to our community!

• Embroidery
• Off-loom Weaving
There will also be a fiber art
installation by a local artist at our
new Cottle Drive facility!

More looms were gradually purchased
or donated over the years. After the
800 Moss Street studio was constructed
in 1994, supplemental classes and
workshops in Spinning, Dyeing, and
Felting were added.

Over the next five
years, we’ll continue
upgrading & replacing
looms. The anticipated
cost of this is $25,000.

Our beloved Instructor, Rune MussettSharp, is retiring. Her cheerful smile and
generous spirit will be so missed! To help
fill the gap and continue our expansion
of the studio, former Artist in Residence
Nessi Alexander-Barnes is stepping into a
more permanent role.

Our focus for all youth programs is
on mindfulness. We believe the act
of making has value in itself, and thus
encourage experimentation and play.
These are more important than the
finished product.

At Access Arts, students have the
unique opportunity to learn from
Artists in Residence and other
arts professionals in a number

F UTUR E YOUT H

Did you take classes at Access Arts
as a kid? If so, you probably made
one of these!

PR E S E N T YOUT H

PA S T YO U T H

In the past, our youth programs mirrored
our adult classes with the 6-week class
format in clay and weaving. We are so
lucky to have had many youth students
return to the classroom as adults.

2022 Goals:
In 2022, one of our AIR will be
working directly with our youth
programs, developing special
community-based projects.
We’re also looking at ways to
use our new space to expand
programming for Middle School
and High School students. We’ll
have a dedicated number of
scholarships for every program!

of unique media that are often not
covered in traditional classrooms:
• Printmaking
• Ceramics
• Fibers
• Installation

Adult and youth classes at Access Arts
are, and always will be, inclusive. Those
with disabilities are treated with respect
and provided with the support they need
to be successful:
• Adaptive equipment & curricula

What is the universal form
of communication (usable
without training or skill)?

• One-on-one assistance
• Open communication in a 		
safe space
Sparked by the social unrest of
2020, we continue to discuss ways
to be truly welcoming to those with
disabilities, as well as to those who
identify as BIPOC and/or LGBTQ.

FUTURE INCLUSION

“

“

PA S T I N C LU S IO N

Our founder, Hurst John, envisioned a
place with people of all backgrounds
and abilities coming together to learn. A
local leader, he was known to ask probing
questions to get to know people
and devise solutions to problems.
One question he often asked new
acquaintances was,

PRESENT INCLUSION

• Small class sizes

Some immediate needs we’ve
identified for 2022 are:
• Adaptive learning environment
training for all staff, to ensure that
we stay up to date on effective
methods for meeting our students
where they’re at
• Adding two additional
Special Education Assistants
• Designate two AIR positions to
artists who identify as BIPOC

We like to picture Hurst and Naoma
having such a conversation as they
envisioned what School of Service could
become. There must have been some
discussion of art and the roles that
training and skill played…

Reflections like these remind us of
what is truly essential and provide
direction for the future. At Access Arts,
we believe in the transformative power
of artmaking. We believe in the healing
power of inclusion, mutual respect, and
acceptance. We believe in the wonder of
exploration and discovery, and the value
of process.

STAFF
Shawna Johnson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Director

Lisa Franko

Assistant Director

Shannon Soldner
Joel Watson
Eric Ordway
Jenny Sennott

As you can see from the financial data
included in the previous sections, the
fiscal reality of our operations today
is vastly different than it was fifty—or
even five---years ago. Please give careful
thought to how you can continue to
help at this critical time of growth and
expansion. Your financial support is what
enables us to serve our community as we
do, and we are so very grateful for all of
you. Here’s to the next fifty
years!

Fundraising Specialist

Ceramics Studio Manager

Jet Ainsworth
Michael Marcum
Jordan Barnes
Mike Lising

RESIDENTS
President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Caitlyn O’Neal
Adriana Cristal
Lyndee Deal
Dakota Parkinson
Willow Stevenson

Ceramics Studio Manager

Ceramics; 2020-2021
Ceramics; 2020-Present
Ceramics; 2020-2021
Ceramics; 2021-present
Ceramics; 2021-present

Fibers Studio Manager

Rune Mussett-Sharp
Nessi Alexander-Barnes

Fibers Instructor
Fibers Instructor

Judy Steinhoff
Marketing and Media Assistant
Kimberly Meacham
Special Education Assistant

Jennifer Book Haselswerdt
Kate Stull
Dan Hlavac

Member
Member
Member
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